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"In England, provocation, code word for adultery, was a legal defence for men who killed their wives until 2009, so this is only two

years ago that this was changed."

The fact that these practices have occurred in the past doesn't justify them, Hashmi told the congregation.

"We must be very clear in understanding that this barbaric practice occurs in many countries and cannot be traced back to Islam,"

he said.

"At the same time, we accept that such practices are committed by Muslims too, and are in fact established in the culture of some

predominantly Muslim societies, which is totally unacceptable."

Hashmi said that the practice of burying female infants in Mecca was in fact ended by the introduction of Islam.

The Imam also noted that the idea of singling out females didn't make sense.

"Have you ever heard of someone killing their son in a honour killing? No, girls have been singled out, and this is very very similar

to the practice of the days of ignorance when infant girls were buried alive," he said.

"Honour killing should not exist, not for girls, not for boys, not for anyone, because it is a practice of deep, deep ignorance."

The notion of honour killing shouldn't occur to the Muslim mind, Hashmi said. For all believers, murder is the most serious crime

one can commit.

He said honour, in the Islamic faith, can only be bestowed by Allah, and is associated with things that are commendable, not those

which are reprehensible.

Islam teaches the law of the land on which you stand needs to be held in the utmost regard by Muslims, he said.

"Punishment cannot be carried out by private individuals," he said. "Rather, they must be done by an authority who has permission

to carry out sentences under the law of the land."

Muslims, he said, must make their position known.

"Our position, as Muslims, as Muslim leaders, as educators, as parents, must be very, very clear," he said.

"Islam does not sanction violence, domestic violence, and especially not murder."
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